Wisconsin Children’s Author Event

Saturday, April 17 – 3:00 p.m.

Books & Company

1039 Summit Avenue, Oconomowoc (262)567-0106

Join these celebrated Wisconsin picture book and middle grade authors for 
a fun afternoon filled with readings, stories, and signings.
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JoAnn Early Macken – author of Waiting Out the Storm
Wind whistles in the treetops, thunder rumbles, and lightning flashes and dashes between raindrops. Snug inside, a mother and child listen, watch, and wonder what the animals will do during the storm. Paired with beautiful illustrations evoking the moods and mysteries of the natural world, this lyrical call-and-response text is a lullaby to stormy weather — and to the warmth and safety of home.
JoAnn Early Macken is the author of many books for children, including the nonfiction picture book Flip, Float, Fly: Seeds on the Move. She speaks about poetry and writing at schools, libraries, and conferences. Visit her web site at www.joannmacken.com.

Jacqueline Houtman – author of The Reinvention of Edison Thomas
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Eddy Thomas can read a college physics book, but he can’t read the emotions on the faces of his classmates at Drayton Middle School. He can spend hours tinkering with an invention, but he can’t stand more than a few minutes in a noisy crowd. With his prodigious science knowledge, Eddy invents a traffic-calming device to solve a safety problem, but he can’t invent a solution to his bully problem. Or can he? By trusting his new friends and accepting their help, Eddy learns that even the mechanics of friendship can be learned.
Jacqueline Houtman spent much of her life studying to be a scientist, earning a PhD in Medical Microbiology and Immunology. She has been a freelance science writer for ten years. The Reinvention of Edison Thomas is her first book. Jacqueline lives in Madison, Wisconsin with her husband and two children. Find out more at www.jhoutman.com.
Kashmira Sheth – author of Boys Without Names
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"Kashmira Sheth gives a name to the pernicious practice of child bondage in her unforgettable portrait of Gopal, a boy enslaved in a grueling factory job in India. And she shows the power of story telling to inspire acts of kindness and courage in even the darkest of situations."-Patricia McCormick, author of Sold
Kashmira Sheth spoke to many children in western India as part of her research for Boys Without Names. Kashmira herself was born in Gujarat, India, lived in Mumbai for ten years, and moved to the United States when she was seventeen to attend university. She is the author of Blue Jasmine, an IRA Children's Book Award Winner; Koyal Dark, Mango Sweet; and Keeping Corner, an ALA Best Book for Young Adults. The mother of two daughters, Kashmira lives with her husband in Madison, Wisconsin. www.kashmirasheth.typepad.com.
